Tuberculosis in hemodialysis.
Chronic uremia puts patients at increased risk of infectious complications, in particular, tuberculosis. In this prospective study, we analyzed the clinical, paraclinical, and therapeutic features as well as outcome for all patients on chronic hemodialysis with tuberculosis from January 2010 through August 2012. Sixty-one patients were admitted for bacterial infections, 23% of them for tuberculosis. Fever was present in 71% of cases, and CRP elevated in all cases. The tuberculin skin test was positive in only 2 of 9 cases, and Mycobacterium tuberculosis isolated in 2 of 10 cases. Histological evidence was obtained in 7 of 9 cases. Plain radiographs and computed tomography evoked tuberculosis. The location was extrapulmonary in 71% of cases. Chemotherapy for tuberculosis was based on a quadruple therapy for 10 patients and triple therapy for 3. The outcome was favorable in 11 patients and fatal for 3. Tuberculosis is much more common in hemodialysis patients than in the general population. The telltale signs are nonspecific. Prognosis is closely linked to early diagnosis and treatment.